
A White Paper on the Factors Behind CVP Water Shortages

The fundamental reality is that the CVP is today primarily a project for the benefit of fish and
~r~,o~. We l,a~e been mid (and reality proved this oat) that any deli,~ries to Project contractors
should be considered incidental to the environmental obligations. This is certainly clear on the west
~idt~ o£both the Sacaa.meato and San ~’oaquia Valleys.

Iust look at our circumstance in early March 1996, when we have the heat water conditions in a
decade. Can3,t,m~ storage from 1995 was strong and precipitation has been over 10O°A of normal.
Some reservuirs are full, others lave encroached into the flood reservation.

At the same time, customers in si# portiom of the CVP are being told to expect no more than
a 60~A supply. That’s almost a 5(PA cut in deliveries at the critical point wl~n farmers are plar~g
their crops and trying to get financing. Obviously, the .~gnif~cance of’the Project obligations for the
environment grows exponentially in below normal and dry years.

The purpose of this paper is to remind the reader of the extraordinary obligations now burdening the
CVP. F~ it should help in understanding why the following que~ons are ~o significant to
the CVP commut~-ty:

I, While there is broad agreement that environmental i~ue~ need to be re.~ved, is the
: current distribution of the burden, of the responsibility to meet the goal, equitable?

Is there a fundamental imbalance between our economic and envlroranental goals,
priorities and actions?

3. Are we making every, effort to maximize environmental improvement (solving
problems) while also making every effort to ~-M~e the uiverse human economic
and social impacts?

3,r//96 DRAFT, t:Xcxpia.wpd

E--000546
E-000546



New CVP Water Supply Commitments:
(Commitments made since 1990)

CVPIA ESA
800,000 a/f£rr~mnmeatal Water Whte~
New Level 2 l~e S~pplie~, 215,0~0
Trinity River Im~tsed Outflow

,. Temperature Control
amyover Smra~

Bay]Delta Ddta Smdt
Rmtficted Pumping Restricted l~unph~g
~ Outflow ~ Outflow

Other Pending CVP Water Supply Requests / Dem~mds:

¯ Sacramento ltiv~
Are~ of Origin
"Paper Watt" transfers
El Dorado I. D.

¯ StardsLaus River
Stockton East, et ~d
S J t~er Water Quarry

¯ Folsom Reoperatiom
¯ urb~ ~bility
¯ Co--re CVP Operations

UOA, (Loss of Striped Ba~s Kepayme~ut Water fi’om Sta~e)
Carryover Storase

Faro Water
San Juan Suburban
Fol~om

Other ESA Listing

Additional CVP Commitments/Purchase Water:
¯ Doub~ng offish
¯ l~g~ Supply, Level 4
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CVP Firm Contracts:

Ag R~e Sac Riv~rl
S~ziee M&I L~d 2 Exehang¢

Area (~5% cap) (25% rap) (S~ ~)

S~ ~v~ B~ Supply
S~ ~ver ~oj~

~n~a Co~ W. D.

PCWA

Sm L~ C~

M~dota

F~nt C~s 1
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3, Expanding the overall supply of wa~r in the CVP to assure that currrnt
inequitable adverse water supply hnpact will be reversed.
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